Tavernier and Thevenot

cumstances make it convenient to discuss tkem
together, but it is rather for the contrasts which
they present than for any points of similarity t
between them. Tavernier made six prosperous'
voyages to the East and finally retired to4,
France wealthy and honoured; Thevenot died 5
on his journey home from India after his first!
visit to that country, and never saw France j
again. Tavernier's book is a simple account of;
his travels, and does not attempt to be more;
Thevenot interpolates fragments of historical
explanation at all stages of his narrative, and
tries to include aE India, of which he couldi
obtain information, within the scope of his
narrative. In Tavernier's book the interest is
concentrated   on  the   author's  travels;   the
greater part of Thevenot's narrative is occupied
' with historical,  topographical, and political
information on places which he never saw. And
yet the two travellers are not entirely without
points of contact, To some extent they covered
the same ground, though with regard to the
actual extent of his wanderings Thevenot can-
not  for a  moment stand comparison with
Tavernier. Slender though the connection is, it
yet, combined with the fact that they were con-
temporaries and members of the same nation-
ality, may be held sufficient justification for dis-
cussing the two within the Emits of a, single
chapter.
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